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& ! N I>y.iit]rfim;cnH'iil (htpunlt .Inspector.,]. R. M;U16v,-! Mr; Howard WiUeni-'i^l 

<V ; - oil the Pijeoic^ijH's Cunin.issioir telephoned pu 3:11-04, -to arrange lor i 
j . re-pr esenfat iyijs of the Commission to m i crus en pi calfy Vi t\v the* bullet and 

ear trill?; is. cayij, C!vi<lon«c';ij}vo)v»!d.iiv Hie assassination of President Kennedy /■ T' v 1 

: i . | ; ■■■].; ■ N::; I u •- A-fv'O. r 

: I ; d' ..u.v'ii d.'iHCi.’ u iih tbi; above a rr nnr. am enl. , Mi 1 .: Melvin Eisuiborg and V i 
j Mr. n.iv'id Butin came Jo the Laboratory on the afternoon of 3-11-G4 to view the ' I 
evidence-;. Prijili minary to yieuinL> Uve evidence.' it was:- explained to them tl at the j 
i inlet pi r 4<tiioh ,ul bullet anci-.car.tri(lg(’ ease examinations depended upon' a detailed 
and searphiiu; jUnal y.sis andjCniTcInl ion of ;tl l :-ni);c.r.os.copi'c;..^ter.onionii appearing o- 
, the Inillof oi“ iCjtrlricIgc ease liy an expert in the field of firearms icIentifiqaUoji. i 
\ ory liltjlo could -be accomplished by a layman making 4 .casual observation other 
than see :lho complexity of l lie examination. It was apparent that one of the ■ I i 
, ohjcelivqs ,.f ||,. ; visit was t<> ilelorniine llie Lost inanner in v.’hieh to present' 1 
: ,hi ? in ! ‘^i’. nis i idenli I i cal inn. jnfornialj tin to the members of the Commission. 'Si 
, After ob.^pr vinn several if entti pf evidence under a microscope, both Eisencorr’p 
i n,Kl Ftdin commented that it wan indeed a very complex subject for a layman j*j 1 ' 

•• and •Haled Dial very lit tie epu.ld be pained for members. of the Commission to i 
i viqwtlie eviclo'iee in I Iris manner.-' _ i j ^|N : 

j : y; P'liP'.':' : ..Jfy-;. '.p . ■■■■;■ p-vip d V o V 

| Out in;; tin' emii ,ir i.:f the diseu.s.si on . . Mr. Eisenbery indicated that /t 
was the Comuiission’.-; under slanding Ilia t in' addition to the one bullet submittfcl 1 ^ 

■ to the Bureau from I he -body of (Jllieor J. D. Tipjiii (shot lo death by Oswald) "',b K j ; 
otipr Ivi’jl ns.had been recovered- from the body of ,Ofiiepi ; -,Tippit. Eisejiberjf i 
,f^V lcsl «d that . if posnil.'lo. the Bureau arrange l,i obtain any sueh additional 3 K ' 
ti’Min [lie local nulhnri lies and l ha 1 .such -bullets be compared with 1 ] J 

Oswald are v.i Over. In.ihja .regard, Dallas advised that immediately i | ? 

siibsequenl tn I lie sliooli m; , an oiler of Laborai oi-y as.-;i stance to the local J I •'* 

; nuthnril iys wps cxI ended bv| Hie' Dallas' Oltice in tins local murder of-Tippit... -1 : 

^0-;- . ■ ' *ii ■ , ■ , , - f 1 . Kl v* 'V aw/ a . ! ! 
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Mr. Jovons U>:f.ir. Conrad' 

; / ME: ASSASSINATION OK l>JtESinENT.,KJHN F. KENNEDY ' i' 

•i 11/22/0:3, lXAbd/VS, TEXAS i 

: One bullet,- several cartridge cases, and Os-wald' s revolver were subsequently 
\ submitted fori such examination. The- cartridge cases recovered near the .scen'e 
i of the. shooting were identified wll.li Oswald's revolver; howover, because. if I 
| mutilation,. Uio bullet was not susceptible of identification. The Commission i 
now desires that similar examination be made of any other bullets from 
Tlppit's body ! which may be in the custody of local authorities. Eieenberg " ! 
was advised that necessary action would be taken to explore the possibility 1 ! 
of securing these bullets from local authorities on behalf-of the Commission. / 

: Eisonberg' indie atecl that this request would be confirmed in writing. / ! 


|. • .Inuring the further course of the discussion, Mr. Bolin advised thjat |- 
f inasmuch as it appeared that almost all of the investigation in this matter had ! 
i been conducted hy the FBI, and since the firearms identification was crucial I 
to' the case, the Commission fell that there was merit in having the firearms j " 

| evidence examined by some other organization and was considering making } 
such a request. Under any oilier circumstances a comment of this kind would' 
have been the basis for an immediate discontinuance of FBI Laboratory cooperatl 
and service;; however; Bolin was merely advised in this- instance that any decisic: 
as to such a course of action, of course, was strictly up to. the Commission. ! 
"Wo did, however , -point, out that, an (lie Commission has previously been advised 
by letter, Urn firearms identifications in this case had been performed indppendo - 
by several of our tup fii earms examiners and that these examiners had independ 
arrived at the same conclusions of identification. ' ... . . ! / 

■ ' ' ■ 1 ‘ . ' ' ' ■ f ; i 

At -the conclusion of the, visit, Mr. Eisenberg advised that the Commissi 
was also conlempl at mg asking for official testimony of die FBI firearms expert 
before the Commission, as well as similar testimony from other -FBI' experts / 
involved, in The handwriting, the fabric, and the pbv.derresidue examinations; of the. 
evidence in this case. lie. indicated that. such testimony would probably be Irequii 
during the week beginning March 23, 1964, or altcrrnativelybeginning March 30, ?. 

f ; On the following day, March 12, 1964',. during a continuation of the j 
Conferences, Mr, Eisonberg advised - that the Commission had now definitely : 
decided that they wished to have an independent examination of the firearms 
evidence and he advised tlial Mr. Jtankln had, .Instructed him to request the -FBI h 
deliver the drear ms evidence to Mr. Ronalcj/hminunr., Weapons System Divisio 1 
F6rl Meade,.. Maryland, for. this purpose on a dale to lie specified by the Cpninii: 
in die ngar future. Eisonberg did not raise the subject of possible outside; 
independent examinations of the other evidence, in -the case,, but if the Commissi*, 
follows the same theory that it is necessary f o r M ik 1 e p cn k] e n 1,U; x a m i n a tio n s to be" 
made, they will /undoubtedly extend their request "fb’aclditioiial evidence in the ' 
future, such as thp handwriting and the ‘fabric examinations. ' \ 
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Mr. Jovunslo Mr. Conrad 

RE: ASSA.SI NATION OF PRESIDENT JONH F. KENNEDY 
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The question of whether. an independent re -examination is to be niade 
| is one for the. Commission to deckle, and apparently the Commission has j ! 

| decided that, they desire an independent examination, on the' theory that tlicjy % 
want a finding Independent of the FBI. 'While' wc- arc, of course, mindful of ;s- ■ 
the Director's instructions that wo arc: to comply completely with a.U the j ! 
Commission requests, it is respectfully -suggested that in a situation of this I 
'type tlio Burejau v.d 11 prefer to have the evidence delivered 'to the Commission | 
and let the Commission then- arrange all details of any suph independent 
re-examinatipn, including delivery lo the independent agency. This would 
then preserve* the Independent nature of any such re-examinations throughout 
and would completely .eliminate the possibility of any future allegation that ; :j 
the FBI exerfjod Influence on the independent examiner selected by the; Commissi' 
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(1) 


Dalljas has been requested by teletype to obtain any additional bullets 


from Tippitt's budy which may be available and forward them to the Bureaj 
examination on behalf of the Commission. 
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(2) li isjuur feeling that' it is- undesirable for this Bureau to act as th 
.transmission; belt in- delivering any -evidence to outside examiner^ pursiuuijt toTh 
Commission's request. A propped letter 'selling forth these views is attached. 
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